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OPENING ADDRESS


Father Antoine KHALIFE - Rector of University Saint-Esprit of Kaslik



I would like, first of all, on behalf of the University staff, on behalf of all the ones who helped in organizing this conference, and on my behalf, I would like to thank his Excellency Elias HRAOUI, President of the Lebanese Republic, who has accepted to sponsor this conference. I would also like to thank Mr Elias HOBEIKA, Minister of Electrical and Hydraulic Resources, for his representing the president and for his being among us today. 

Let me also thank Mr Nabih BERRI, President of the National Assembly, represented by Mr Chaker ABOU SLEIMAN, President of the Parliamentary Commission for Administration and Justice, as well as our Prime Minister Mr Rafic HARIRI represented by Mr Faouzi HOBEICHE, Minister of Culture and of Higher Education.

I would like to express my deep gratitude to Mr Federico MAYOR, Director General of UNESCO, sponsor of this conference.

I welcome Professor Jean VERGNES, Director of the International Institute of Water, of the University Aix-Marseille, originator of this Conference. He has been able to overcome successfully all the obstacles that hindered this event. 

I greet Mr Hazem EL-BEBLAWI, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for West Asia. 

To all the officials, the civil and religious authorities, to the delegations, to the national and international organizations who are working for the success of the Conference; to the scientific, moral and financial support: Thank you. 




Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The last symposium held at the Faculty of Law at USEK focused on the considered "risk" under all its forms. We wanted to follow up and make this idea more concrete by organizing a conference comprising two themes: "International Law on International Watercourses - Education for a shared and Protected Water Culture". Water, at the very basis of life, has become one of the major risks of our time. Let me remind you that these risks are not only regional; they are spread all over the world. If our main theme combines "Law" and "Education" to a culture of water, this means that it acknowledges at this very point two ways to ward off danger: The arbitration of the law, as well as the education and the awareness of the conservation of water. 

Fresh and drinking water is becoming extremely rare. All the elements are playing their role so as to render this basic and primary element, we thought inexhaustible, a major issue for the near future. Demographic growth, intensive urbanization, climatic changes, desertification, intensive cultivation, the use of chemicals and pesticides, the need for irrigation, industrial pollutants, waste waters, and of course a lot more give cause for concern regarding the survival of water and that of man; and thus offer cause for tension likely to give birth to wars and conflicts on the international scene. 

Yesterday, man was fighting for; today, man is not only fighting for land but for water too. 






Man will be driven into a dilemma: to die of thirst or to fight. This dilemma introduces others, thus, the "Pontifical Council Cor Unum"
 Conseil Pontifical "Cor Unum", La Faim dans le monde un défi pour tous : Le développement solidaire, n° 21, Cite du Vatican, 1996
 in its one of a kind document on "Hunger in the World - A Challenge for All: The United Development", affirms: "feeding more people and weakening agriculture do not go together". Nevertheless, agriculture becomes so polluting so as to reach the industrial level. 

Next to other elements crucial for life, air, water and land are jeopardized by pollution, over-consumption, provoked desertification, and deforestation". Are we going to be chronically indecisive, lost between hunger and thirst, thanks to the ecosystem disequilibrium we are provoking in nature? Consequently, we are not only facing one single risk, but a system of risks. Thus, we tackle the topic we are gathered for. 

The organization of this conference is not void of risks: a material risk considering the dimension of this event, and a political risk in a country where the water problem is a major issue. So as to safeguard the scientific neutrality as well as the objectivity of the approaches, I hope that only the official spokesmen of Lebanon tackle this topic. Otherwise, the unending polemic would take us far from the legal and educational aspects we have given ourselves as targets. 

Two universities, two Mediterranean universities, have decided to organize such an event. A university is not, in fact, able to put away its lookout and training posts. Il has always to be ahead of the whole society since it forms the men and responsible persons of tomorrow. It must also be the conscience that speaks out the foibles and mistakes of the society in which it is. The two Faculties of Law of our two universities are in cities impregnated by old civilizations: Marseille and Byblos; thus both cannot forget Man, both cannot but be hard on all the threats influencing their existence. The past dictates the steps of the future. 

If we want to safeguard Man, we have to offer him a kind of environment, the minimum required: water, air and land; three major elements he needs to live. Other things are not secondary but come only afterwards. 
Our earth, now completely explored, is a huge ship. Our present scientific knowledge has not allowed us to discover a new continent on which we could moor. Thus, we will have to count on our own resources, and manage them in a responsible way; i.e. we will have to deal carefully with the future, and be united, i.e. take care of the others without leaving them as second choice. 
This is why we are calling for Wisdom, not any wisdom, that would help us face the problems and try to solve them armed with rational serenity, for the common welfare: this is the sole condition for a lasting development and longed for peace. 

This lasting development is the one and only element to guarantee peace at the dawn of the XXI century. Now two worlds confront one another: a consumption society, which squanders and plunders the natural resources, and another which lives or mixes with hunger, and which consequently overs-exploits the wealth and riches it has, and pollutes its own waters.

The application of a long-lasting development brings about an effective North-South cooperation that would allow the poorest countries to reach the sharing of wealth without undermining the respect of the land. The lasting development implies the elimination of poverty. The West veils its face when confronted to this very problem, and demands that the poor countries respect the natural resources and preserve the environment, which is contradictory. The international law of water is not put apart from the whole international legal corpus. Its equilibrium requires that whatever is true for the other is true for oneself.










I would like just before I end to welcome all the delegates: of the United Nations, UNESCO, ESCWA, PNUD, PNUE (United Nations Program for the Environment), FAO). Welcome to all the delegates coming from Algeria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, the Holy See, India, Italy, Jordan, Kuwait, Luxembourg, Libya, Malawi, Mali, Malta, Morocco, Mexico, Moldavia, Niger, Norway, Oman, Portugal, Saint Domingo, Senegal, Spain, Switzerland, Syria, Swaziland, Tunis, the United Kingdom, USA, Yemen and of course Lebanon. You have come, dear friends, from forty countries to take part in our "workshop" and to enrich it with your contributions and proposals. If I am to state Federico MAYOR, I would say: 
"differentiating the urgent decisions on the pretext of not having all data, is forgetting that the irreversible time has an ethic dimension..."
And he adds: 
"Confronting uncertainty and risk is inherent to the human condition. Daring without knowing is risky, but knowing without risking is fruitless. It is with human parameters that we will solve the problem of water... Let's fight so that water remains source of life, help and progress." Let's help it irrigate the smile of our children and that of their children. Let's testify that we, inhabitants of Planet Earth, at the beginning of a new century, were up to the ethic, political and scientific challenge of our time" 
 Federico Mayor, L'Eau et la Civilisation, in "Le Courrier de l'Unesco", octobre 1997, page 37
.

I wish this conference and our friends, all the success in the world. 
I wish those who have come from abroad a nice stay among us. Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for being with us.

Thank you dear chairs, reporters, moderators, speakers, secretaries for the prompt, meticulous and academic work you are going to do... 

I will en with the words of his Holiness Pope John Paul II: "To work in order to take together the road of truth and solidarity is not to chase rainbows, it is to meet what we expect from responsible and realistic persons"  Jean-Paul II et l'Éthique politique, sous la Direction de Joël-Benoit d'Onorio, Éditions Universitaires, Paris, 1992, page 172.


