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Address                                                                                                  Elias Hobeika,  Minister of Hydrological and Electrical Resources - Liban

OPENING ADDRESS


Monsieur Elias Hobeika, Minister of Hydrological and Electrical Resources of Liban



Your Excellencies Ministers and Deputes,
Distinguished Ambassadors and Head of Missions,
Monsignors and Fathers,


Ladies and Gentlemen,


You are meeting today in Lebanon, in this great institution of education and spiritual environment, to discuss the "international laws governing water rights", this essential resource that constitutes the principal element of life and prosperity. In the name of the President of the Republic, Mr. Elias El-Herawi, I welcome you and wish you a successful conference.

These three days meetings gather experts and scientific researchers and law makers from many countries whose expertise are complementary and I am sure will be of benefit. Given this I will not delay the start of your activities in elaborating on the importance of this resource that is becoming a necessity for sustainable development at all levels. Thus, water constitutes a strategic component in forging the future political environments, as well as national and international conflicts.


Ladies and Gentlemen


Many conferences and seminars have been taking place dealing with the subject of water rights, and Lebanon has participated in an active role, in most of them. Also, many were the recommendations pressing the importance of these waters in quantity and quality, and governing their usage and exploitation.
These ones were published after the United Nations in May 97, and from the International Conference on Water in Paris in April 98, and after the meeting of the Commission on Sustainable Development in May 98.
These recommendations and resolutions, as well as, the efforts of all the participants in these conferences, converge towards the protection of this resource, and the knowledge of how to benefit from it in an optimal way, and the exchange of know-how and expertise among nations.

Your conference come to be as one of these, and many will follow as long as the need for water is a key to all future prosperity and sustainable development.

 
Ladies and Gentlemen


The tragic circumstances in which Lebanon had gone through, had hampered all the projects of irrigation, as well as, all other projects of infrastructure closely related to the water sector. These facts did not help Lebanon to be at part with his neighboring countries and to follow the course of development.
Today, more than any other time, we are pressed, and this is taking place as I speak to you, in doubling the efforts in restructuring the water sector, and the usage of Lebanon's water resources in a way to face up to the challenges that are facing us.


Ready to overcome all difficulties, Lebanon is engaging in strengthening its current prospects in the water sector with the followings as un-compromised issues:

1.- To profit of all our water resources
2.- Protect its sovereignty and its rights to decide the way to use its resources
3.- Secure all the water needs, current and future, and executing all its projects, before engaging in any discussion at this subject
4.- Preserve the natural resources that are the property of the future generations
5.- Secure a sustainable development
6.- Make sure that water will be efficiently used
7.- Work in such a way that the management of these resources follow modem and scientific approaches
8.- Insure that the newest and advanced technologies are being used, that will secure future development
9.- Abstain from any discussion concerned with the use of our waters
10.- Treat the subjects of the water resources as national wealth strategic and priority


Ladies and Gentlemen


We have presented to you our policy and strategy in dealing with this sensitive and very important issue. We are full of hope that your conference and recommendations, will be inspired from our outlined policy, in the interest of a better life in Lebanon.

Finally, wishing that your conference will come up with constructive recommendations, we thank the University of Kaslik for the hosting and interest in this vital issue. Also, we thank all the contributors to the organization of this conference, and that all their efforts be successful.

We wish also the experts who came from all over the world, a nice and warm stay in our Lebanon, a country that is striving to complete the reconstruction phases and resume full sovereignty on its territory, and secure its borders, and protect its resources all of its resources.


Thank you

Long Live Lebanon

